CIRC A
NOW

Q: So, do you really have a big green tractor?

A: 1 do (laughs).

Q: And, do you take anyone for ride on it, and do you go slower, and faster?
A: I take, I take my two daughters riding on it, that's about it (laughs).

Q: Do you have a farm outside of Nashville?

A: 1don't know that I’d call it a farm. It’s, I got about 20 acres out there right,
outside of Nashville. So, yeah, it's kind of a mini-farm.

Q: Do you have horses?

A: No, I have dog -- and groundhogs (laughs). They’ve been tearing up my yard up
so I sit at my house and try to shoot groundhogs about 150 yards away.

Q: You’re about the biggest thing out there in country right now. You’ve spent
more time at No. 1 than any other country artist -- male or female -- in the last 12
months, you’re the top-selling country artist so far in 2011, and, you’re selling out
25,000-seat concert venues. | was surprised to see that you have won relatively few
industry awards, such as CMA awards, ACM awards, video awards. How do you
feel about that?

A: Um, you know, I don't know. I mean I’ve kind of always said when it comes to
that kind of stuff, I mean, you know, there's nothing you can do about that stuff. I
mean, there’s absolutely nothing you that you can do to help yourself give yourself
a better chance of winning. You know, people are either going to vote for you or
they're not. That's the way it is, and, uh, I just always kind of said, if it's meant to
be, if it's our time and people want to give us their vote and feel like we deserve it,
then we’ll get it. But otherwise, you know, I don't really worry about it too much.
As long as we're able to go out and you know keep selling records and keep being
able to play our shows live which is the most important thing, um, you know,
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awards are what they are. It’s kind of bragging rights for the label and it's kind of
something that can make you stick your chest out and be proud of something. But,
it's really, you know, in the grand scheme of things, it’s such a small part of our
business, that I really, I don't put a lot of stock in worrying about those kinds of
things, honestly.

Q: Do you think it's keeping you a little humble, the fact that it’s taking a little time
for that part of your career to pop?

A: Yeah, it is. I mean, again, it’s one of those things. I learned pretty early on that
that’s something that’s just out of your control. I mean, it's industry voted and the
only thing you can do is keep going out doing what you do and try to make it
where the industry doesn't have any choice but to take notice, and, um, you know,
and until that happens you can't really worry about it too much. I mean, there’s
been a lot of people out there that have deserved, you know -- or, let me rephrase
that -- they’ve been just as deserving of an award as people that have won. But
that’s just unfortunately, you know, sometimes the people that you would think
would get those things they don’t, and then all of a sudden it just kind of comes
around. Kenny Chesney called me one year and this was one year that we didn't get
any nominations for anything. And you know we’d had a pretty good year. This
was after “Big Green Tractor” and all those things had come out and he just called
me up and he goes, “Man, I'm sure you're probably a little upset you didn't get any
nominations and all that, but I’'m just telling you that I've been there. I went years
without getting anything.” He goes, “When it comes your way, it'll come. Just be
patient.” And I thought that was really cool of him to call and say that. And, I kind
of look at it in the same way. So I don't worry about that stuff too much.

Q: You performed a duet with Ludacris at the 2011 CMT Awards show. How did
that come about? Whose idea was that?

A: You know, honestly, that was CMT actually came to us and said, “We'd like for
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with a rapper?” And my first impression was, “Yeah, I don't know, it just really
depends on who it is.” And so we kind of started throwing out some ideas --
Eminem, you know, Snoop Dogg. You know, to me, I was probably the last one to
jump on board with it because I wanted to make sure whatever it was wasn't
something that completely just destroyed the song, you know what I mean? And,
so basically I said, “Well, you know, Ludacris I'm a fan of. He’s from Georgia as
well, and you know I might be into that. I’d like for him to write his own verse to
the song though.” So I had him write a verse to the song and send it to me and
when I heard what he had done, I was like, “This is pretty cool.” And so that was
how it all kind of happened. Initially, CMT wanted us to do a performance, they
kind of had the idea, and, like I said, I was the last one to jump on board and then I
heard what, you know, the direction of his verse was going to be and I thought it
was awesome. So, that was how it all kind of went down.

Q: Your collaboration with Kelly Clarkson -- the duet “Don’t You Wanna Stay” --
is a huge country hit, and a huge crossover hit. How did that come about? Did you
approach Kelly? Did she come to you?

A: Actually, I will take credit for that one. You know, we got pitched the song, and
the more I listened to it (it wasn't pitched to us as a duet), but the more I listened to
it, I felt that it could be. And, so I just kind of brought it up to my producer and |
said you know it would be cool to try and get somebody on this song, and try to
make a duet out of it. So, of course, the first question was, “OK, so who do you got
in mind?” And we were in there brainstorming and, and I said, “I don’t know, I
think it needs somebody soulful, a soulful-type singer like a Kelly Clarkson-type
voice on it.” And, my manager was sitting there, and he goes, “Well, let me make a
call,” and he got up and made a call. He's really good friends with her manager.
And he made the call, and, uh, next thing I know we're sending her a copy of the
song, and she loves the song, and it happened like that. It happened really, almost
weird, you know, that it happened that quick. But that’s the way it went down.
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Q: If it couldn't have worked out with Kelly, who else did you have in mind?

A: You know, we had a couple other people in mind if it hadn’t worked out with
Kelly. Carrie (Underwood) was one we wanted to go talk to you and you know the
thing I liked about Kelly was the fact that you know it was something that was a
little unpredictable. It wasn't something that people really would expect. And, um,
I also, I think she's, you know, in my opinion one of the best female singers
around. I mean, if I’'m going to listen to a female singer, | want to listen to her --
somebody like her, or Adele, or something like that, you know, who has that really
soulful-sounding voice. I mean, I just think that's a cool thing. Um, so I don't
know. There were a couple of other people on the radar, but she was really the one
I wanted.

Q: Your dad was involved early on in your career -- teaching you guitar chords at
an early age and then booking early gigs for you. How involved is your dad in your
career now?

A: He’s more involved now just when I need some advice. I call him up and, you
know, and still get his advice on some things. But my dad recently started like a
little management company. He's got a couple guys he works with and that's the
kind of part that he likes. He likes to find new artists and try to help them get
established and try to help them get record deals, that kind of thing. He’s into that
kind of thing. He was actually a tour manager for Jimmy Wayne for a while, went
out with him, did some stuff. And, you know, my dad and I are close but at the
same, if we work too closely together, it sometimes cannot be a good thing
(laughs). So, you know, it's one of them deals. But, yeah, he was pretty
instrumental in me learning how to play the guitar and kind of turning me on to
music at an early age, and, and things like that. He’s a big music lover, too.

Q: There was a point in your career when you were on the verge of giving up on
career in music. What were you going to turn to you as a career if the music thing

didn't work out?
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A: T had no idea (laughs). I honestly had no idea. You know, I started playing
music when I was 14 years old and basically have been making a living doing that
ever since. So, it was one of those things, I honestly had no idea. And, um, you
know, there was definitely going to be some, you know, some thinking going on
and me trying to figure out what I was going to do with my life, because I had zero
idea. Plus, I had a kid, you know, I had a daughter that was 6 months old, which
just added more headache to the whole thing, you know, it’s like now I got this kid
that I gotta take care of too, and it was crazy. But, honestly I had no idea you
know. I was just going to move back to Georgia and regroup and kind of figure out
what [ was going to do next.

Q: Well, lucky for you, things started popping in your career and I don't think
there's any turning back now.

A: Well, I hope not. At least now I've got a few hits under my belt. Even if it ended
tomorrow, I could still go out and play bars and hopefully make my house
payment. So, that’s good.

Q: Are you finding it easy or difficult to stay grounded in this crazy world you're in
now?

A: Um, you know, I think it's easy to get wrapped up in all this stuff and, uh, you
know, and kind of let all that stuff go to your head. I mean, obviously, it's easy. But
at the same time, you know, I’ve tried to be conscious of that and just try to enjoy
it. The way that I look at it, ['ve been given this opportunity to do something but
not a lot of people get to do, and you know, it can go away as quickly as it came. I
worked really hard to get to this point, and the last thing I want to do is screw it up
by, you know, letting it go to your head or whatever. So, I’ve tried to make it a
point not to do that and stay grounded and stay the person I always was. I'd like to
stick around and be around in 15 years or so and still be like guys like George
Strait, you know, still be able to have hits and be able to go out and do my shows
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and do those things. So that's something I've always tried to stay pretty conscious
of.

Q: How do you deal with all the female attention you receive, and how does your
wife deal with it?

A: You know what, she's seen it from at every level, you know. She's seen it from
the days when I was playing in the clubs, to the early stages of my career after I got
my record deal, to what it is now. It’s been a gradual thing for her. You know, I
think it takes a special person to deal with that stuff and she does pretty good at it, |
have to say. And as far as it goes for me, again, I think you got to look at it for
what it is, you know. And as much as I appreciate it and it's flattering, at the same
time you got a look at would you be getting this much attention if by you worked
at a car dealership somewhere? And the answer is, probably not. So, you just got a
look at it for what it is.

Q: Does your wife give you any rules for while you're out on the road, i.e. you are
not to do this, you are not to do that?

A: Oh, no, there's none of that stuff. Yeah, no, there’s none of that stuff. She's cool
and you know it's, it's just been like a gradual thing. When it's gradual like that, it
really does kind of give you time to adjust to it, where it's not so sudden. And so
you kind of ease into it versus if my career had just exploded right off the bat and it
might have been a little tougher. But she's had a chance to kind of see it slowly get
to this point, so it hasn't been too bad.

Q: You don't ever kiss other women in your music videos, correct?

A: No, now if you're talking about rules, that’s a rule (laughs). That’s Mama’s rule
right there. But also, it’s not something that [ would do anyway. But her thing is, as
long as you’re not making out with some chick in your video, you know, because
too, I don’t want my kids to see that and be like confused. So, that's just one of the
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things that I always say. It seems like every time I get a video treatment, for some
reason it's got me hooking up with some girl in the video and I'm like, damn, y'all
gotta get somebody else to do that, so ....

Q: I've read about you talking about your “Johnny Cash” single. Is your connection
to Johnny Cash more to his music or to him as a person?

A: You know, I think that song is more just his spirit, just kind of that outlaw spirit
that he had, and just his whole aura. It was never about really his music, it was just
more or less about having that outlaw spirit. And nobody had that any more than
he did really, so I think that was kind of the connection with the song.

Q: You’re a big fan of baseball. Who is your favorite player these days?

A: I’m a Braves fan, and so Chipper Jones is a good buddy of mine. And, you
know, I've been watching them for a long time and, yeah, I don't know that I have a
favorite. If I said I had a favorite I might get in trouble because I got a few friends
who play. So, you know, Chipper is one. Adam LaRoche, (who plays for the
Nationals). He's hurt now. He's a good friend of mine. So I enjoy watching all
those guys. But I'm a Braves fan and it's been cool to see Chipper play, you know,
his whole career there and kind of turned into the legend that he is now, you know,
Hall of Famer status. It's going to be pretty sad when he decides to hang it up
which I think will probably be here in the next couple years.

Q: Have you ever hit a long ball?
A: Yeah, I've hit ‘em ... not very many of them, but I’ve hit some.
Q: Now I hear that you're a big movie buff. Is that true?

A: Yeah, well I'm on the bus all the time. I don't really have anything else to do but
watch movies.
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Q: A lot of country artist stars -- Willie Nelson and Johnny Cash -- have gone into
movies. Is that something you'd consider doing?

A: You know, maybe. It just so happens we actually just got a movie script pitched
to us about a month or so ago. And, you know, it's one of those things that for me
1s something that I would want to ease into, maybe try it out, have a couple small
parts or something just to see if it’d be something that I'd even be interested in.
But, you know, it just depends ... again, it depends on, I'm very particular about
the kind of music that I record and sing and it would be the same way about the
kind of movies that I would do if I ever got into that. So, yeah, it's definitely
something that I'm up for, you know, that [ would be willing to try out.

Q: Just no kissing, right?
A: Yeah, can’t do that. Give me a body double (laughs).

Q: OK, I have to admit, I'm a little worried about you. I saw some footage of you, I
think from back in 2005, right about the time “Hicktown” came out, and you had
just performed your first performance at the Grand Ole Opry, and you looked so
baby-faced. And I look at you now and you look tired. Are you tired?

A: 1 don't know (laughs). That's not a compliment, by the way. Well, I'm older
now. [ was 28 then. I'm 34 now. I'm getting old, damn. Hey, you know what, being
on the road is not an easy thing. I mean, there's a lot of times you have to, you
know, go to bed late and get up early. People think that it's all easy, but it's a lot of
work that's involved in what we do and it does get tiring. And for the first probably
three years of my career I was playing over 200 shows a year, and so it's one of
those things that I probably have put a few miles on myself in the last few years.
But I feel good. I may not look good, but I feel good (laughs). Damn, put me in my
place. I just took a month off so I'm feeling pretty good.
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