Transcript of Keith Urban interview with CircaNow radio, recorded June 24, 2011

Q: Your new album came out last year, and the song “Without You” seems to be particularly
interesting to you because of the birth of your daughter.

A: Yeabh, it’s an extraordinary song because it’s -- strange enough -- not a song that I wrote, but
it’s a song I came upon, and I couldn’t believe how incredibly autobiographical it is, having not
written it, but it captured my life perfectly.

Q: Is that Nicole’s arm on the back of the album?
A: Tt is. That’s her arm. (laughing)
Q: How many people ask you that?

A: A few, but most people, I think, put it together pretty quick. I think you can by the body that
it’s attached to.

Q: The name of the tour is “Get Closer,” and that’s aptly titled because on this tour you’re
really literally getting closer to your fans with this new stage that you conceived or designed.
Tell us about that.

A: It’s an ongoing want to keep integrating us with the audience so there isn’t that kind of
separation. I’ve never been a fan of the huge ... in our concert situations I’ve never liked the big
fences and burly security everywhere because it’s not that kind of environment. I’'m trying to
create much more of just a very connected moment between everybody. I think we’re just all
there to become part of something. We want to be a part of a moment, -- me as well, you know.
I don’t want to play at the audience, I want to play with them. And I want us to experience
those moments that are really transcendent. You know, when you’re not fully present and you
sort of lose yourself in the music, as Eminem says, and it becomes really, really magical. I want
to be a part of that as much as the audience does.

Q: Are you still running bio-diesel buses on your tour?

A: Ah, it’s so weird. We couldn’t get that together to start this tour off and we needed to get
running so I’'m hoping that during this tour we’ll be able to reconnect back into that again,
because I was really was grateful we could do that on the last tour.

Q: AT&T and Samsung are sponsoring the tour and you’re going to be doing some interesting
things with your phone. Tell us about that.
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A: We’ve got a few different things. We’ve got a green screen set up in the entrance area of the
arena where I’ve pre-shot me performing “I’ll Put You in a Song” and you can jump in there on
the green screen and perform alongside me. And it’s just been great what we’ve been able to do
with AT&T and Samsung with the phones and with people being able to capture things and
share some footage. We’ve been shooting a lot of stuff backstage as well and sharing that with
people as we go.

Q: You’re an Aussie, you’re living here in the U.S. and you’re raising your family here. As
your daughters grow up what do you hope they will learn to appreciate about America?

A: Imean I can only speak from what brought me here, which, of course, was the music and
it’ll be 20 years next year that I’ve lived in Nashville. [ mean, it’s the, I guess it’s really the
American dream, it’s the ability to able to come to a country like this and find a home and
pursue my goals, which I was able to do and it’s that kind of freedom that our girls will
absolutely appreciate. And even the freedom to travel. They’re very fortunate because they
have Australian parents and they can go back there. We travel all around the world a lot and I
think it’s that kind of being able to get out and see other cultures and other places. But certainly
for us living in Nashville it’s just a very easy family oriented ... it’s a great place to live and I
absolutely love it.

Q: If you could walk into Congress today, what would you tell them they needed to do?

A: That’s a complicated issue as we can see quite clearly. (laughing) I think for me I just do my
bit, which is try to get out and encourage positivity. That’s a difficult thing to have in times of
losing your job, in time of uncertainty, with losing your house, when there’s a not a lot to be
positive about. It’s a very easy thing to start feeling defeated. And I feel that the gift of music,
for me, allows us to come into a town and for a couple of hours on a night connect everybody
and just have them feeling empowered, hopefully, you know, a feeling of optimism and just a
glimmer of hope. If we can do that, then I feel like we’re doing our bit. It all starts at a simple,
grassroots level.

Q: Is there any one person in music who has inspired you in the way they balance family and
career?

A: Not anybody that I know of. At the end of the day it isn’t even just people in the music
industry. It’s anybody who’s a working couple. Especially the dual working couples that have a
family and are trying not to balance just one career but two careers with a marriage, with a
family. The biggest challenge, of course, is that you’ve got sort of a particular window of time
from your 20s into your 50s or 60s to sort of accomplish everything. You’ve got the physicality
of your body to have children. You’ve also got the physicality of your body to pursue your
goals and your dreams and the things you want to do. It’s all got to be done in this one little
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few-decades window, and so I think that’s the real challenge of trying to figure out what your
priorities are. And as someone once said to be one time, do you know what your priorities are?
And I said, what? And he said, whatever you do each day. That’s actually the truth, because
you may say what they are, but what you did today will show you what your priorities were.

Q: So what are you priorities?

A: Interviews. (laughs) They are: Calling my family. Doing my interviews. Doing my sound
check. And doing my show. And it would be in that order.

Q: What were the reasons you and your wife Nicole Kidman decided to use a surrogate for the
birth of your daughter?

A: Nic just wasn’t able to have a child. It’s as simple as that. And we really wanted to see if
there was another way we could do it. This is an opportunity we have these days in the world.
And we thought, well, we’ll try that. And we were very, very fortunate to find the right people
around us to help bring our little girl into the world.

Q: The identity of the surrogate has been kept under wraps?

A: Yeah, because it’s for their sake and so on. I think the focus of all of this for us, of course, is
Faith Margaret. That what’s we we’re trying to find a way to bring into the world. And, as |
say, we were very, very fortunate to find beautiful people to help us do that.

Q: Was it an Aussie or were they from the U.S.?

A: Well, like I say, that not really why we did what we did. We did this to bring a girl into the
world. And she’s here and we’re very, very grateful.

Q: You lend a lot of help to charitable groups. Can you tell us a little bit about your work on
behalf of childhood cancer?

A: The work that I’ve done mostly has been with St. Jude (Children’s Research Hospital in
Memphis, Tenn.) and I’ve been with them for a long, long time. St. Jude was someone I got
involved with early in my career. And I’ve been to the hospital many, many times down there
in Memphis. And I think the thing that has struck me the most was that the research that they
do there is shared with hospitals all around the world and I think that was the thing that touched
me. You know, being from another country I’'m like, well, how does someone in Australia
benefit from the work that’s being done at St. Jude? And it was very apparent to me that people
in all countries around the world are benefiting from that work, so I’ve been very vocal in
stepping up to help them continue their work.
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Q: Are there any other charitable groups that are sort of dear to your heart?

A: There are all sorts of them. W.0O. Smith Music School in Nashville, I’ve been involved with
for awhile. The Musicians Assistance Program (MAP), which is part of the MusiCares
program, that helps musicians get into rehab facilities if they’re in the need of that and can’t
afford it. I’ve been a recipient of that many, many, many years ago. So I support them as well.
There’s a lot of causes.

Q: How are you recovering from the flood? What do you miss most?

A: You know, I was very fortunate that a) all my equipment was insured, because a lot of
people I know didn’t have insurance on their equipment, and b) a lot my guitars have been able
to be salvaged and put back together. Some of them look a little worse for wear and are not
really worth what they were from a monetary standpoint, but they have sentimental value to me
so I feel real grateful that they’ve been able to be brought back to life.

Q: You live in Tennessee, but you seem to have a thing for Georgia in your music. What’s up
with that?

A: (laughing) I love the sound of the name Georgia. (Sings the word “Georgia” from “Georgia
On My Mind.”) There’s been plenty of songs written about that state. It’s a beautiful-sounding
name. It’s pleasing to sing the name Georgia.

Q: What are you really into music-wise? What’s on your iPod? What do you listen to every
day? What are you really digging?

A: It’s always eclectic. Foster the People record right now. I love that band. I think Mark Foster
is insanely talented. I became a bigger fan when I got on YouTube and saw some footage of
them at South by Southwest. I just love, love them. And I’'m frustrated we’re going to be out of
town when they play Nashville because I’d love to go see them live. That’s definitely
somebody I love. My iPod is just full of you name it. It’s a pretty eclectic mix from Miranda
Lambert’s record “Revolution,” which I love, to the Foo Fighters to Foster the People. Just this
morning [ was watching this documentary on old jazz. Bill Withers was singing and I was just
mesmerized by how great a singer he was. Just extraordinary.

Q: How is Nicole?

A: She’s great. I just called her this morning. She came down to see us in Biloxi on opening
night, which was nice.

Q: Did you fall off the stage in Biloxi?
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A: It’s a bit of a long story, but we have these speakers under the stage and there’s a metal
grating over the speakers. And when we got into the last stretch of rehearsals we realized that
with the grate being horizontal the sound didn’t get out totally. So they moved the grates
vertical and I suddenly realized you can’t really stand on a vertical grate when it’s on an angle.
(laughing) That’s since been remedied, but it was one of those trial-and-error tweeks.

Q: How does Nicole deal with all the screaming women and all the attention from female fans?
A: She’s fine. She knows I’'m coming home. Not a thing to worry about.

Q: You raised a lot of money recently for Tiger Woods’ Foundation lately. What did Nicole say
about you going and hanging out with Tiger?

A: First off, [ wasn’t hanging out with Tiger. I was performing with John Mayer at his event
and raising money for some great charities and I think, you know, a lot of people had said do
you guys really think you should do this and blah, blah, blah, blah, blah. This event isn’t about
Tiger, it’s about the charities we raise money for and they’re in need of it as must as they ever
were, so I had no hesitation about being a part of it.
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